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Devadasan said the CIFT '
had also been evaluating
several other materials for con-|
. structing fishing vessels. Even
ﬁSh.“]g hoats awood like Venteak had been

found to be a good alternative
for costly teak.

Trials were conducted
on the canoes made of treat-
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: ed rubberwood, an under-
M&gmﬁgﬁ;‘;;' 3 uﬁﬁsedlucaliyavaliahle“ggd. '
| nolmuﬁu (mthlFT} has designed Boat made of coconut wood
| fishing boats made of aluminum ;f:szl::lal:?mlg tﬁ"d out as -
| . i ively cheap.
| ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ :;vl: ?;i:;;::r;z! Among the non-plant ma-
A ' terials, fiberglass 3111}11 fai-rg-
| BOMICRS. cement were tested, he said.
! 1$ﬂum$m;l%‘?sb$:; Steel had traditionally been
l 0 B ﬂlialght weight it ng the most successful and pop-,
i dbungmugh -:lent-resisllant and ular non-wood material for
| iuu:resist 5 fishing boat construction.
: ! FES e sk it . The CIFT had earlier de-
| boat) manufactured by M/s Sigosd and peamatpdfos of;
(. ParutMetal Works, Parur, un- ficient steel fishing ves-
R adedd i e son has sels. Aluminium alloy has
e w])ééli'i el Buccass- now been tried out for the
R - gty inland waters and first time for building boats
B - __ ,med Kayal, this boat for operation in fresh and ma;
b mﬂmms in length, 110 rine waters. /
i ©*metresinbreadth and 0.55 me-

v tres in depth.
" The hull is welded to the
| craft. It also has two seals
_ forthe fishermen and a buoy-
_ancy chamber-in the for-
ward end of the craft for
', safety. ltcan be powered with
on-board ks wellas out-board
_Bngines; it £ ngii e
14 :’Ell_i'ﬁ-bpatrwu-furmany
latimchkd on August 20 and
 has given good performance,”
. said CIFT director K. Devadasan.
_ The prototype had cost Rs
| +1,20,000 without the engine.
1" He said alumin.um could
* bepopularised as fishing boat
! construction material after a
‘few more successful trials. "As
“gluminium is available in large
. quantities in India, this canbe
a viable alternative to wood
and can, in the long run,
save the depleting forests”, he

added.. .. -



