DELHI  DECLARATION

Adopted at the 2nd International Ministers' Round Table Meeting held on Tuesday, the 10th October, 2006 during the 2nd International Rice Congress at New Delhi, India.

Represented by 
Mr. Zhang Baowen, Hon’ble Vice Minister of Agriculture, Government of Peoples’ Republic of China

Represented by 
Mr. Sutarto Alimoeso, Director General of Food Crops,  Ministry of Agriculture, Government of Indonesia

Represented by
Mr. Ty Phommasack, Hon’ble Vice Minister of 
Agriculture, Government of Laos

Represented by 
Mr. Mahanth Thakur, Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture & Cooperatives, Govt. of Nepal

Represented by 
Mr. Fazal Abbas Maken, Minister (Trade), High Commission for Islamic Republic of Pakistan, at New Delhi

Represented by 
Mr. Domingo F. Panganiban, Secretary (Minister) of Agriculture, Govt. of Philippines

Represented by 
Mr. Maithripala Sirisena, Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation & Mahaweli Development, Govt. of Sri Lanka

Represented by 
Dr. Bui Ba Bong, Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, Govt. of Vietnam
Represented by 
Shri Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Union Minister of Agriculture, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Govt. of India


· Confirming the spirit of the Beijing declaration following the First Round Table Meeting held on Sunday, the 15th September, 2002;

· Confirming our commitment to IPR as per WTO stipulations and provisions including indigenously developed improved varieties of rice;

· stressing the strategic importance of the Asian nations in the production of rice and moved by the will to give their future thrusts a new dimension, based on comprehensive cooperation, in keeping with the privileged nature of the links forged by neighbourhood and history;

· aware that the farmers are facing the challenge of producing more rice at less cost in a deteriorating environment and rice research and development needs to address the Millennium Development Goals on poverty alleviation, food and nutritional security, and environmental conservation in a partnership mode;

· resolve to establish to that end a multilateral framework based on a spirit of partnership;

· regarding this multilateral framework as the counterpart to a strengthening of bilateral relations which it is important to safeguard, while laying stress on their specific nature;

· stressing that this initiative is not intended to replace the other activities and initiatives undertaken in the interests of the peace, prosperity, stability and development of the region, but that it will contribute to their success; 

· hereby agree to establish a comprehensive partnership among the participants through strengthened dialogue on a regular basis for strengthening rice research and development efforts laying greater emphasis on the social, cultural and human dimensions and IRRI would host a Task Force comprising experts from all the countries and centres of excellence in the area to prepare a Road map for the purpose.

Signed, New Delhi, the 10th October, 2006 
(Zhang Baowen)             (Sutarto Alimoeso)            (Ty Phommasack) 



(Mahanth Thakur)      (Fazal Abbas Maken)   (Domingo F. Panganiban)

(Maithripala Sirisena)        (Bui Ba Bong)                 (Sharad Pawar)
